Background: Substance-related deaths account for a great number of suicides. Aim: To investigate levels and characteristics of suicide verdicts, as opposed to accidental deaths, in substance misusers. Methods: Psychological autopsy study of cases from the UK National Programme on Substance Abuse Deaths (np-SAD) during the period 2001 -2007 . Results: Between January 2001 and December 2007 , 2108 suicides were reported to the np-SAD. Typical suicide victims were White and older than 50 (respectively 95% and 41% of cases). Medications, especially antidepressants (44%), were prescribed to 87% of victims. Significantly fewer suicide victims than controls presented positive blood toxicological results for illicit drugs (namely: cocaine, heroin, amphetamines, ecstasy-type drugs, cannabis, and GHB/GBL) and alcohol. Conclusions: Suicide prevention programmes should devote specific attention to deaths among substance misusers who are at high risk of fatal intentional self-harm. Specific characteristics distinguish those at risk; caregivers should be better educated as to what these factors are. Limitations of the current study included lack of provision of comprehensive information relating to the victims' psychosocial variables. Furthermore, no differentiation between different classes of antidepressants in terms of involvement in suicide was here provided.
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Introduction
Substance misuse is a major cause of disability, and drug-related deaths account for a sizeable percentage of all deaths in this population. Comorbidity between substance abuse and psychiatric disorders is a matter of great concern; both conditions are reportedly linked to increased suicide risk (Ghodse et al., 2009; Harris and Barraclough, 1997; Hawton and van Heeringen, 2009) . Findings from the UK confirm that addicts are still at higher risk of suicide than the general population and that prescribed drugs, notably antidepressants and methadone, are associated with a heightened risk (Oyefeso et al., 1999) . In the UK, the National Programme on Substance Abuse Deaths (np-SAD) (Ghodse et al., 2010) constitutes a strategic observatory of the phenomenon with key strategic opportunities. Although suicide is particularly represented in substance abusers, little is known about the role of psychoactive substances' self administration as a suicidal method.
The aims of the present study were to investigate substance abuse deaths due to suicide and to characterise this population as compared to other causes of death. Using the above-mentioned National Registry we aimed to examine the pattern of all reported overdose suicides in this UK population during a specific time-frame.
Methods
This 7-year (January 2001 to December 2007) retrospective study reports on cases from the np-SAD, located at St. George's, University of London. The np-SAD was established after the Home Office Addicts Index closed in 1997 and, since then, it has regularly received information from coroners on a voluntary basis on deaths related to drugs in both addicts and non-addicts in England 
